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A Doctor's Prayer 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


AY I, O Christ, as Thou didst long 
ago, 

Be full-aware of mankind’s suffering; 
May I, as Thou, in great compassion seek 
Surcease from pain to ever gladly 

. bring. 
Give greater skill, I pray, to head and 

hand, 
And may my soul to Thine attunéd 

be; 

Stay ever near, dear Lord, lest I forget 
That I but work in partnership with 

Thee. 

w 


Preparing the Way of the Lord 


In this age of grace God is dealing 
especially with individuals, and He 
wants to speak daily to every one of 
His children through His Word. As we 
read it we are sometimes in danger of 
Passing lightly over passages because 
they were written primarily for another 
age. But “all scripture is . . . profit- 
able . . . for instruction in righteous- 
ness,” ‘and “whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our 
learning.” Matthew described John 
the Baptist as “he that was spoken of 
by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, Pre- 


pare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight” (3:3). Primarily this 
relates to John’s preaching of repent- 
ance in preparation for the coming of 
the Messiah. It also has a deep spir- 
itual significance for us as children of 
God. The “way of the Lord” in our 
own hearts may have become clogged 
by indifference; neglect of the Word 
and prayer, determination to have our 
own way, the dust of hurt feelings and 
resentment, the debris caused by rash 
talk, and the dirt of impure thoughts. 
If so, it is certainly time for us to sweep 
these things away by confession and 
humiliation and to allow the Holy Spirit 
to prepare the way of the Lord and 
make His paths straight in our own life. 
Have we been indulging our appetites 
in a way that we know grieves the 
Spirit of God, though it may not be 
seen by others? Is there any hard feel- 
ing betwen us and someone else which 
we could melt down by love and kind- 
ness and the confession of some wrong 
on our part? Has the din of earthly 
news sounded so loud in our ears that 
we have been deaf to the still small 
voice from Heaven? Have we been so 
pulled to pieces by anxiety that there 
has been no room for the peace, of God? 


° 50:23, which then reads thus: 


If we have the faintest sense that some- 
thing is wrong, then let us submit our- 
selves afresh to the searching light of 
Scripture. If the Spirit reveals to us 
any of the evils just mentioned, then it 
is time to prepare the way of the Lord. 
After we have confessed our sin to 
Him, and done what we can to put our- 
selves right with others, there is still 
one more thing that can be done to 
smooth out the way for His working 
in our hearts. It can best be seen when 
the marginal reading is used in the 
American Standard Version of Psalm 
“Whoso 
offereth the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
glorifieth me; and prepareth a way that 
I may show him the salvation of God.” 
We are in a bad way when all thank- 
fulness has been crowded out of our 
hearts by things that should have no 
place there. When Jehoshaphat and his 
people were threatened by the Ammon- 
ites and Moabites, “he appointed singers 
unto the Lord, and that should praise 
the beauty of holiness... . And when 
they began to sing and to praise, the 
Lord set ambushments against” their 
enemies and victory was on the way 
(2 Chron. 20:21, 22). Thanksgiving may 
prove to be the turning point for us also. 


The Message of the Burning Bush 


By the late Dr. 


“And when the Lord saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush, and said, 
Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I” 
(Exod, 3:4). 


HERE are times when the Gospel 

not only bids’ men go straight for- 
ward, but also urges them to turn 
aside in submission to the revelation 
that God has to give to men. This is 
an experience that came to Moses. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“The steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord: and he de- 
lighteth in his way” (Psa. 37:23). 




















J. Stuart Holden 


Moses was exiled from Egypt where 
he had ‘been brought up. For years he 
had been engaged in the leisurely duty 
associated with the shepherd’s calling— 
keeping the flocks of Jethro, his father- 
in-law. One day, in the ordinary round 
of that duty, there appeared to him a 
phenomenon, the like 9f which he had 
not, hitherto, witnessed—a bush ablaze 
with fire, and yet remaining uncon- 
sumed. He did not realize that he had 
come to the great reconstructive crisis 
of his life. But, as he turned aside, 
God responded to the reverent and in- 
quiring attitude of his mind, and ad- 
dressed him by name; and they held 
communion together in that desert 
place, which, hitherto, had been but 
the scene of his daily toil. And-the 
desert became to Moses a sanctuary, 
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and the bush became a place of bene- 
diction. Everything depended upon his 
attitude, which is here expressed—his 
turning aside in reverence, in submis- 
sion, and in obedience to God. He was 
commanded to take his shoes off and 
to regard the place on which he stood 
as a place of worship. Had he failed 
just there, he would have lost all that the 
vision of the burning bush was meant 
to convey to him in the purpose of God. 

It is well for us to think of Moses, 
and his surroundings, and the influence 
and experience that had made him what 
he was at that time. It is not too much 
to say that, possibly, he was a disillu- 
sioned man, whose former attempts to 
deliver his people from Egypt had ended 
so disastrously. Perhaps he may have 
been a self-complacent man, perfectly 
satisfied, as who would not be, with the 
ease and quietness of his pastoral life, 
satisfied that at last he had reached the 
place where storms would not touch 
him, away from the stress of city life, 
and the tumult of many voices, Per- 
haps he had convinced himself that 
great causes were not for him, that for 
him the quiet side of life’s road was the 
right pathway. In spite of this he did 
not become cynical. When the bush 
blazed with fire, and the proclamation 
of the presence of the eternal One was 
made known to him, it found him with 
his mind open; it found him as a man 
whose life had been kept sweet. And 
so he turned aside to see, and to pon- 
der; and, as he did so, God responded 
to that attitude of his heart by giving 
to him a revelation which opened up a 
new vista of life to him, and which be- 
came his reinforcement in al] the days 
to come. Kor we read concerning Moses 
later in his life that through all the 
changes and difficulties through which 
he was called to pass “he endured, 
as seeing him. who is invisible” (Heb. 
11:27). It was the closing consciousness 
of his life, for' when he was called upon 
to leave his work at the call of God, 
this was his prayer for his people— 
that the good wiil of Him who dwelt in 
the bush might rest upon them, and 
bless them. 

This whole story affords guidance to 
us to whom the revelation of God has 
come in Jesus Christ. It affords guid- 
ance to us in the unanticipated things 
of life. At such times we need guid- 
ance as to our attitude toward them, 
lest we lose all the preciousness, and 
all the blessing which is forever wrap- 
ped up for us in that guidance. For 
with us, as with Moses, the revelation 
of God comes to us in the form of a 
test. We are always tested by the things 
we do not understand about God. There 
are heights, and depths, and mysteries, 
and obscurities in the revelation of God 
which come to us in these various ways, 
and which test us to the very ground 
of our confidence. And our attitude to 
the unknown, and to the only partially 
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understood, determines the issue, whether 
it shall be for our blessing, or for our 
condemnation. When God sees that a 


man turns aside, He will speak with - 


him, and make clear to him that which, 
otherwise, would be inexplicable. The 
danger, as far as we are concerned, is 
that of indifferent néutrality, which, in 
fact, puts men more hopelessly out of 
touch with God than does open hos- 
tility. We need to beware of that flip- 
pancy of mind which is bred of a 
familiarity with these things, and which 
deprives us of that sense of the wonder 
and greatness of the things of God. The 
one thing to learn today, above all 
others, is how and when to turn aside, 


how and when to act as Moses acted. 


when God speaks from out of the burn- 
ing bush, 


(Continued on page 845) 








Notes on Open Letters 





How a Baptist Pastor Uses 
the Hoover Article Reprints 


Enclosed you will find a sample of 
one of our monthly mailings, 

Each month we take three hundred 
new names in aphabetical order from 
the city directory and send them: (1) 
A Doorstep Evangel. (2) “The Role of 
the Sunday School,” by J. Edgar 
Hoover. (3) One or two evangelistic 
tracts. In this way we hope to reach 
every family one time with the Gos- 
pel. It will take, in our case, approxi- 
mately two years to cover all the city, 

For about $18 a month we are reach- 
ing 1,000 people with news of salva- 
tion in Jesus Christ. 

We thought we would pass the idea 
along to you. Perhaps someone else 
can improve on the idea. The results 
are with the Lord—A Pennsylvania 
pastor. 


The article by Mr. Hoover was pub- 
lished in the Tmves last February 23, 
making the third that the Tues has 
published by the director of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. The two 
tracts enclosed by the pastor were “The 
Benefits of the Lord’s Day,” by John W. 
Bradbury, D.D., editor of the Watch- 
man-Examiner; and “What Does Your 
Religion Mean to You?” by the Rev. 
Richard C. Halverson (both published 
by the American Tract Society, New 
York). The Doorstep Evangel is a four- 
page monthly published by the Rev. 
Willard M. Aldrich, president of the 
Multnomah School of the Bible, 8435 
N.E, Glisan St., Portland 16, Oreg. (It 
contains Mrs. Aldrich’s well-known 
column, “Out of the Mixing Bowl.”) 

Reprints of “The Role of the Sunday 
School,” by John Edgar Hoover, may be 
obtained postpaid at 3 cents each, 25 
cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, $6 for 
500, or $10 per thousand from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, 
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Vance Havner Looks 


at Modern Church Members 


6“ NE traffic hazard that is being 
eliminated rapidly these days is 
the pedestrian.” You ask, “What’s that 
got to do with church membership?” 
It’s the first sentence in Vance Havner’s 
delightful essay on The Vanishing 
Pedestrian, in which he writes about 
literal walking and the Christian’s spir- 
itual walk, in his chatty, humorous, and 
pointed style. This is the first of four 
articles by Mr. Havner. 
Here are the titles of the other three 
articles, with a sample from each: 


The Wrong Kind of Separation 


“We are fishers of men, but a lot of 
God’s anglers never go near the water. 
They read books on fishing and discuss 
tackle but never fish.” 

Saints of the Set Face 

“We are dealing with a mixed multi- 
tude of noncommittal, disinterested 
church members who have never set 
their faces nor said, ‘This one thing 
I do.’” 

The Perils of Peace Without Victory 

“We are the middle generation today. 
We are the ‘Peace Without Victory’ 
party, and we are storing up trouble 
for those who follow. Our leniency 
toward sin, toward worldliness, toward 
false doctrine, belongs to false prophets 
who cry, Peace, peace; when there is 
no peace.” 

A 13-weeks subscription at $1 ($1.10 
U.S.A. dollars in Canada) will bring 
these four articles, beginning November 
30. For each three new such subscrip- 
tions the Trues will give free a copy 
of Evan Hopkins’ “The Law of Liberty 
in the Spiritual Life.” Send subscrip- 


tions to The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
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TIDWELL BIBLE SRA 843 


VI. The Last Great Battle Before the Millennium 


The arena of the battle of Armageddon 





Jordan runs a low-lying plain, pro- 

viding a course for the Kishon to 
the Mediterranean and for the Jezreel 
to the Jordan. This large triangular 
Plain of Esdraelon opens up “a way 
from the interior to the coast, but ob- 
viously would also have afforded easy 
access for any invader in the past. To 
the south lies the fertile coasta] Plain 
of Sharon and caravans used to make 
their way from the south to the Valley 
of Jezreel through a pass at Megiddo. 
This was naturally a strategic spot, 
since control of the pass gave control 
of the road from the coast and all 
movements from the south. Conse- 
quently a fortress city was built at the 
pass as long ago as 3500 B.C., and the 
city continued through the centuries as 
one of the strongest and most important 
in the country. 

Megiddo not only guarded the pass 
but also exercised some sort of influ- 
ence over the plain, which in time be- 
came known as the Plain of Megiddo. 
Possession of the city and the pass was 
essential in any military projects in 
Northern Palestine, and not unnaturally 
the area has been a battleground on 
many occasions in the past and is likely 
to be so again in the future. Indeed, 
the Apocalypse clearly indicates (Rev. 
16:16) that the last battle before the 
Millennium will take its name from the 
Mount of Megiddo (or “Har-Meged- 
don”). 

One has stood at the pass on several 
occasions picturing the caravans of 
travelers making their peaceful way 
through or the armed forces and flash- 
ing spears pouring through to attack 
the city. What stories could be told 
by the huge tel which still guards the 
mouth of the pass! This was the route 
of the armies of the Egyptians, the As- 
‘syrians, the Israelites, and the Romans, 
and for millennia people of many races 
Passed along this road. 


History Made in This Region 

It was here that the Canaanites un- 
der Sisera attempted to crush the Israel- 
ites in the days of the Judges, but where 
Barak and Deborah completely defeated 
the’ hostile forces (Judges 4). It was 
here, centuries later, that Josiah, king 
of Judah, attempted to intervene when 
the Egyptian army under Pharaoh- 
nechoh made an expedition against the 
Assyrians, and it was under the walls 
of Megiddo that the heroic king met his 
death (2 Kings 23:29, 30). It was here 
again that, in more modern times; Gen- 
eral Allenby defeated the German and 


Fosere: the Bay of Acre to the River 


This is the last in the series of 
articles by Dr. Tatford on events 
in the Near East in the light of 
prophecy. Here Dr. Tatford is oc- 
cupied especially with Armageddon, 
and is of course aware that after 
the Millennium, when Satan is 
loosed, a great host will gather 
“together to battle” against the 
saints, but before the battle is under 
way fire will come down from God 
out of Heaven and destroy the 
enemy (Rev. 20:7-9). 

This series of articles, with the 
accompanying maps, will be pub- 
lished by the Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 255 Jefferson Ave., 
S.E., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. (Tenta- 
tive price, clothbound, $1.50 a copy.) 
The book is not yet ready for sale, 
but when it is, announcement will 
be made in the Times. 








Turkish armies in 1918 near the end of 
World War I. History has been made 
in this region over the centuries. 

From an archaeologica] point of view 
the area is extremely interesting. Over 
thirty years ago the entire site of Me- 
giddo was purchased by the Oriental 
Institute of the University of Chicago 
with the intention of completely exca- 
vating it. In the first ten years of work 
one by one the top four strata were 
uncovered and entirely removed. 
Through lack of funds the work has 
never been finished, although sections 
have been dug to bedrock and con- 
firmation thereby obtained of the city’s 
antiquity. 

Remains have been discovered of three 
temples and a large sacrificial altar dat- 
ing back to 1900 B.C. The palace of the 
king of Megiddo in the twelfth century 
B.C. was evidently large, elaborate, and 
well built; and traces of its treasures, 
which were overlooked by the Israel- 
ites when they captured and pillaged 
the city in 1150 B.C., were found in the 
palace basement. 

Solomon made Megiddo the capital of 


.the fifth administrative region of_ his 


kingdom and appointed Baana as the 
regional governor (1 Kings 4:12; 9:15). 
The ‘remains of the palace of Baana 
and also the royal stables have been 
excavated. Ruins of the palaces of the 
Assyrian rulers of the province of Gali- 
lee have been uncovered, and also that 
of the local Babylonian governor of a 
later day. The site is, in fact, an 
archaeologist’s dream and it seems a 
pity that the excavations cannot be con- 
tinued. One can stand today and see 


. 


By FREDERICK A. TATFORD, Litt.D., Ph.D. 


quite clearly the different levels of sev- 
eral civilizations, all telling their story 
of the changing character of human his- 
tory and the brevity. of human life. 


Megiddo is extremely interesting, not 
only from an archaeological point of 
view, but also in relation to prophecy. 
After sounding his trumpet, the sixth 
angel of the Apocalypse was commanded 
to loose the four angels who were bound 
in the River Euphrates and the imme- 
diate result was the appearance of a 
formidable army of 200 million horse- 
men (Rev. 9:14-19). After the sixth 
angel had poured out his vial of wrath 
upon the Euphrates, the river was dried 
up to make a way for the kings of the 
east, who, with all the rulers of the 
world, were to gather together for the 
great battle with the Almighty at Arma- 
geddon (Rev. 16:12-16). The Euphrates 
was formerly the eastern boundary of 
the Roman Empire and was an effective 
barrier to invasion from the east; but 
it seems evident that, in a future day, 
every obstacle (of which the river was, 
of course, merely a symbol) will be 
swept away as the vast hordes of the 
Eastern races pour into Palestine like 
the hordes of Genghis Khan. The pop- 
ulation of the Far East is nearly 1,000 
millions, so that the enormous army of 200 
millions seen by the Patmos seer may 
not be entirely figurative, although such 
a vast number could patently not be 
accommodated in the Plain of Arma- 
geddon alone. 


The Pledge of Deliverance 

Centuries ago God declared that it 
was His intention to gather the nations 
together for judgment (Zeph. 3:8) and 
it seems probable that the Western 
powers as wel] as the Eastern will meet 
for that clash. It was at Megiddo that 
“the Canaanitish kings gave battle to 
Israel,” says Scott, “but Jehovah fought 
with and for His people. Now the great 
object which the assembled nations 
have before them is to crush and over- 
throw Israel (Psa. 83:3-5), but God in- 
tervenes and effectually destroys them 
and delivers His own. The early victory 
is here alluded to as a pledge and ear- 
nest of the latter. It is not that the 
actual hill of Megiddo or its valley is 
to be the gathering center of the nations; 
its circumscribed area must forbid any 
such action. But the simple meaning is 
that God will have gathered by Satanic 
agency many of the nations of the earth 
to Palestine, their object being to over- 
throw and crush Israel and fling them- 
selves in their combined might against 
Jehovah. But, alas for them, they do 
so only to their own destruction, God 


. 
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pours upon the assembled nations His 
fury.” 

Whether or not the Plain of Armaged- 
don will be the actual gathering center, 
it seems highly probable that the Pass 
of Megiddo will be the route followed 
by at least some of the mighty forces 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


which will assemble in that future day, 
and that the old battleground of the 
centuries will hear the clash of arms 
in the last great battle of this world 
before Christ sets up His millennial 
Kingdom. 

ADDISCOMBE, SURREY, ENG. 


Reaching Canada’s Unevangelized Indians 


How one family’s burden for them has brought about 
the Northern Canada Evangelical Mission 


URING the past few years, an amaz- 

ing work of grace has been going 
on among the long-neglected Indians 
of Canada, through the consecrated 
work of members of the Northern Can- 
ada Evangelical Mission, the headquar- 
ters address of which is Box 160, 
Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan, Can. The 
secretary-treasurer is the Rev. Arthur 
Tarry, and there are now seventy-four 
missionaries working on twenty-four 
stations, scattered across the four west- 
ern provinces. To visit each of these 
stations by plane, taking the most di- 
rect route; you would travel over four 
thousand miles. Figures can convey 
little of the spiritua] need of these peo- 
ple, but the last census states that Can- 
ada’s Indians number 155,873, of whom 
63,000 have never been to school, They 
live on two thousand two hundred re- 
serves and speak forty-six different lan- 
guages. 1 
nominally Catholic, and, of the rest, 
very few have heard the true Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Even in those places where early Prot- 
estant missions established Christian in- 
stitutions, Liberalism and ritualism pre- 
vail today. 

In 1940, Stan and Evelyn Collie saw 
this need and stepped out in obedience 
to Christ’s command that they do.some- 
thing about it. Are you, wondering 
where these Collies got their name? 
Well, the family records take us back 
to Scotland, to the days when the high- 
land clans were in constant feud with 
one another. On one occasion after the 
Macdonalds had been defeated and scat- 
tered by their enemies, two young 
brothers, who had been cut off from 
home and friends, sought refuge along 
with their faithful collie at an isolated 
farm. The farmer, seeing how exhausted 
they were, had a mind to take them in 
if they were not Macdonalds, but he 
was very cautious. “What are your 
names?” he asked. Glancing first at the 
dog then at his brother, the older lad 
replied, “We are Collies.” The farmer’s 


fears were allayed. He gave them food 
and shelter, thereby saving their lives, 
and they continued to dwell with him 
for some time as laborers. 
name stuck. 


The new 
Their children emigrated 


More than half of them are | 


By MARGARET F. MOODY 


to Canada, settling around Stonewall, 
Manitoba, and Jackfish Lake, Saskatch- 
ewan, 

Stan Collie, the one who later be- 
came obedient to Christ, was born at 
Meota, Saskatchewan, in 1906. When he 
was eighteen years of age, he began 
homesteading near Meadow Lake and 
later bought one and a half sections of 
ranch land, where he raised a.good herd 
of Hereford cattle. Until 1936, he and 
his wife Evelyn lived, worked, and 
raised their children without Christ, 
but feeling that they were “just as good 
as anyone else around here.” Strange 
that about that time Stan began to be 
burdened with a great sense of sin! Was 
it because Evelyn’s brothers had been 
converted out in Vancouver and were 
praying continually and earnestly for 
the salvation of the Collies? 

In 1937, the Lord laid His hand on a 
young man in Pennsylvania and sent 
him two thousand miles away to do 
evangelistic work in Meadow Lake, 
Saskatchewan, the farthest northern 
terminus of the railway. He was Fred 
Smith of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, and he is still faithfully 
preaching the Gospel, now in Colombia, 
South America: He visited every home 
in Meadow Lake inviting the people to 
his meetings and trying to do personal 
work among them, but they cared noth- 
ing for him and his message. After 
months of apparent failure, he would 
have given up had he not been so sure 
that the, Lord had called him to this 
dictrict for a definite purpose, 

He had been warned not to go to see 
the Collies, whose ranch was seven 
miles from the towh, for, it was said, 
“They are an ungodly lot who will 
laugh you to scorn.” However, he made 
the trip and persuaded Mrs. Collie to 
attend the special meetings in the 
schoolhouse. Her husband offered the 
preacher*‘a better horse than ghe one 
he was riding, but refused to attend 
any meetings. He said he had no suit- 
able clothes. Mrs. Collie took the chil- 
dren and went into town. For the first 
time since he came, Mr. Smith saw souls 
saved that night, and Mrs, Collie saw 
the power of the Holy Spirit. For three 
weeks she continued to attend every 
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possible meeting with the children, but 
could not persuade her husband to 
accompany them until she broke down 
and wept. That did it. He went with 
her that night and, listening to the 
Gospel of the grace of God for the first 
time, he knew that it was exactly what 
his guilty heart needed. Later, Mr. 
Smith came out to the ranch again and 
cornered them both, proving from the 
Scriptures that there would be no way 
of escape for either of them if they 
rejected God’s way of salvation. Be. 
fore longy they both got down on their 
knees and cried out to the Lord Jesus 
Christ to forgive their sins. 

Now, being new creatures in Christ, 
they began to walk in newness of life 
and to obey the Word of God. Ata 
missionary conference in Saskatoon, Mr, 
Collie heard messages from Tommy Tit- 
combe and F. X, Stanley of Nigeria, 
presenting the challenge of the great 
commission. He offered his life to the 
Lord to take the Gospel to Africa or 
anywhere else, and learned later with 
great joy that his wife was wholeheart- 
edly with him. He attended a local 
Bible school to prepare for missionary 
work, but, with their large family, the 
foreign field seemed closed to them. 
There was much prayer and searching 
of the Scriptures until, one day, the 
Lord said, “How about these Indians 
all around you? Do they not need the 
Gospel as much as any other people?” 

In response to that voice, Mr. Collie 
made a long survey trip north in 1939, 
He traveled part of the time with Rus- 
sian traders, down the Beaver River, 
across Ile a la Crosse as far as Patuanac 
on the Churchill River. In a journey 
of two hundred miles, he talked with 
hundreds of Indians, not one of whom 
had ever heard the way of salvation 
before, nor did any of them know of 
any person, anywhere, who was teach- 
ing the Word of God. Their physical 
and moral need was just as evident as 
their spiritual darkness. Some of these 
districts have had large, wealthy, Ro- 
man Catholic institutions among them 
for two hundred years: ~° 

Yet still they wait 
For the messenger of God 
Who cometh late. 

The trip home was long and difficult. 
Mr. Collie says: “I had an eight-foot- 
square piece of canvas with me which 
I slept under for a month. My dear 
Lord spent the night with me there on 
the spruce boughs. My shoes wore off 
my feet, but an old Indian woman took 
the moccasins off her own feet and 
traded them to me for a hunk of pork. 
After that journey, I knew that, if we 
were to reach the Indians with the Gos- 
pel, we’ would have to sell the ranch, 
move the family down north and live 
there. God did not spare me.” 

The summer of 1940 was spent in fur- 
ther survey work, this time in the com- 
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pany of Arnold McIver whose heart 
God had also touched. Traveling north 
through Buffalo Narrows to Churchill 
and Peter Pond lakes, they visited 
every village, every settlement, preach- 
ing the Gospel everywhere, sometimes 
through drunken interpreters. In a 
distance of five hundred miles they 
found only a desperate state of spir- 
itual darkness, with again no news of 
anyone, anywhere, bringing the Word 
of Life. On the way home, Mr. Collie 
rented a substantial log cabin at Buffalo 
Narrows, expecting to move his family 
there in a few months. 

Sale of the homestead brought only 
a fifth of its value, for those were the 
years of depression. After paying ex- 
penses and debts, they were left with 
forty dollars to buy a year’s supply of 
groceries. Mrs. Collie had been busy 
canning fruit and vegetables, and some- 
ohe donated five bags of flour for their 
first winter in the north. In the fall, 
they set out with these supplies and 
their household effects loaded on a 
horse-drawn wagon. The children, of 
whom there were five at that time, the 
oldest being seven years of age, made 
the journey by truck for the first lap 
of one hundred and twenty-five miles 
at an average speed of fifteen miles an 
hour. The horses took a week to.cover 
the same distance over rough trails. 
Reaching the lake, they exchanged 
the wagon for an open scow to which 
they laboriously transferred all their 
goods, leaving'a space in the center for 
tent and living quarters. The weather 
had been bitterly cold, and when every- 
thing was packed and ready for the 
journey, the snow changed to a driving 
sleet, which came down in such tor- 


| tents that the scow was flooded with 


water. The tired children were 
drenched to the skin, bags of flour and 
sugar were soaked. Back to the wharf 
they had to go, and, as they carried the 
shivering little ones up the bank to a 
friendly Indian’s hut that night, Mrs. 
Collie decided that she could go no 
farther. How glad she is now that they 
did not turn back that night, nor at 
any later time, in spite of the many 
difficulties and hardships that faced 
them! Trusting in God’s promises, they 
pressed on, and that same faith is the 
outstanding characteristic of the many 
missionaries who work with them to- 
day. 

Seventy-five miles they traveled in 
that scow, through dangerous rapids 
and bitter winds, looking forward to 
teaching the warm, dry cabin that 
awaited them at the Narrows. How- 
ever, they found upon arrival that it 
had been sold and the only shelter 
available to them was a drafty, win- 
dowless warehouse, infested with bugs. 
There they had to spend the winter 
with temperatures reaching sixty de- 
grees below zero. The daily diet of 
fish and moosemeat became very mo- 
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notonous. During that first winter, it 
was necessary for Mr. Collie to work 
at various jobs to support his family. 
It was a red-letter day for them all 
when he was able to buy a cow. In 
the spring, he began to build a log 
house, into which they moved a few 
months later, although it was far from 
being completed. All this time they 
continued to present the Gospel prayer- 
fully to the few who would listen to 


them, but there was powerful opposi- - 


tion to their message. In 1942, a-small 
church, still the Gospel center in that 
town, was built, 

During those early years, financial 
support sent in by Christian friends 
amounted to two or three dollars a 
month, but, in 1944, interest in the work 
began to spread. Representatives of the 
Canadian Sunday School Mission visited 
the fleld and, under that sponsorship, 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Tarry went to 
Buffalo Narrows, Eleanor Kennedy and 
Sara Olmstead to La Loche, and Nils 
Folkvord to La Ronge. Because of the 
totally different nature of the work, it 
was decided, after much prayer and 
consultation, not to continue as a branch 
of the Canadian Sunday School Mission, 
but to organize the Northern Canada 
Evangelical Mission as a separate work. 
This was done in June, 1946. The prog- 
ress of the work since that time will 
have to be told in a later article, but 
this is written to stir you to pray and 
give, that consecrated, obedient laborers 
may go forth to the harvest fields of the 
north, before it is too late. New doors 
of opportunity stand open among the 
Indians of the Maritime Provinces, Brit- 
ish Columbia, and the ‘Northwest Ter- 
ritories. 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, CAN, 


i 
The Burning Bush 


(Continued from second page) 
What does the burning bush mean? 


There is no need unduly to spiritualize * 


this incident, for that would only serve 
to rob it of all light and significance. 
Sometimes we are told that it stands 
as a symbol of the continuity of Israel’s 
history and existence. Personally, I 
think that that is extremely unlikely. 
Rather do I think that it stands for the 
eternal unchangeableness of God, the 
unquenched fire of God’s light and love, 
the unchecked victory of principle and 
truth, and the wondrous mystery of the 
divine power. Fire is always a source 
of energy; it stands for the power of 
cleansing; it speaks of the strength of 
transformation; for fire alone can change 
that which is subjected to its influence 
into its own likeness. Put a hard piece 
of coal into the fire: it is black, and 
without glow, but ere long the influences 
of the fire will transform it into its own 
likeness. Fire stands also for the great 
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element of destruction. To those of us 
who come to this story for guidance 
in matters of faith and service, it can 
mean nothing less than the revelation 
that God gives to us in Jesus Christ. 
He is the bush that burns and is not 
consumed! He is the burning bush that 
defies all definition. He is the One who 
is forever invested with mystery, and 
majesty, and mercy. He is the one and 
only point of contact with God. There- 
fore we might take this lesson of turn- 
ing aside as indicative of the right atti- 
tude that we must adopt toward Christ 
our Master, the living Word, and equally 
toward the written Word of God, and 
toward the multiplied incarnations of 
the life of Christ in His people and in 
His Church. The blazing bush illumines 
the desert of every life, if we have but 
eyes to see, and if our hearts are only 
reverent, and tender, and childlike 
enough to “turn aside.” 

What is the personal significance to 
those who have begun to see something 
of thé blazing bush? First, it should 
impress upon our hearts the indispensa- 


bleness of reverent inquiry. It is God 
who enunciates the demand: “Take thy 
shoes from off thy feet. Put from thee 


all that speaks of earthly toil. Draw 
near to Me if you would know Me.” 
And all life echoes God’s demand. You 
are not going to learn anything about 
God apart from reverent inquiry. 

It is true to say that this demand for 
reverence cuts right across the spirit 
of the present age. We have declined 
in much while, we have been advancing; 
but perhaps we have declined in noth- 
ing so greatly as in a reverence for the 
things of God, for the supernatural 
manifestations of God’s reality. Rev- 
erence is, after all, the highest attitude 
of the human soul. We have no more 
precious power than the power of rev- 
erent approach to God. In the last an- 
alysis of things, reverence is the base 
upon which the pyramid of faith is 
built. You can have no real faith with- 
out reverence. There must be rever- 
ence if the soul is to enjoy that com- 
munion with God which is so necessary 
to its fullest life. If a man fails to turn 
aside when the bush begins to burn; 
if he is contemptuous of what he does 
not understand, deluding himself that 
he has, after all, sounded to the very 
depths of all that there is in the Gospel 
of Christ—then such a one is fore- 
doomed. Had Moses failed to turn 
aside, he would have gone on his 
way with the impression on his mind of 
having seen a bush on fire. But he had 
a vision, and he heard a voice, and he 
knew that God was there. And if there 
is the failure on our part to turn aside 
in reverent inquiry, bringing our doubts 
to God, if doubts we have, bringing 
our hopes to God, if hopes we feel, we 
shall miss the voice, and the vision will 


(Continued on page 856) 
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LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 17. THE RESURRECTION AND OUR FAITH 
1 Corinthians 15; printed text, verses 3-8, 42-52 


Golden Sist-Thaiaalane, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.—1 Cor. 15:58 
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1 Cor. 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which 
I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according 


45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a 
living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit, 
46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that 


to the scriptures; 


4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 


third day according to the scriptures: 


5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once: of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 


but some are fallen asleep. 


7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as one born out 


of due time. 


42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. 


corruption; it is raised in incorruption: 


43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: 


in weakness; it is raised in power: 


44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

UR brief survey of 1 Corinthians 
O has shown us that it is not a 

great doctrinal treatise like Ro- 
mans or Galatians. It deals largely 
with questions of conduct and order. 
But it has a doctrinal section, to which 
we now come, and it is one of the most 
important doctrinal statements in the 
whole Bible. It deals with the doctrine 
of the Resurrection—the resurrection 
of Christ and the resurrection of be- 
lievers, 

Friends and foes alike have recog- 
nized that the resurréction of Christ 
is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. 
If that goes, everything which makes 
Christianity distinctive and unique is 
lost. If the resurrection of Christ can 
be done away with, we must abandon 
belief in His deity, and content our- 
selves wih a “divinity” which we can 
equally claim for ourselves. His death 
can have no atoning value, being at 
best a tragic martyrdom. The whole 
concept of the priesthood of Christ will 
have to be abandoned, and the entire 
Biblical eschatology regarded as no 
more than fanatical dreamings. There 
is no “blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ,” no gathering to- 


gether unto Him at His coming, no 
future for this world except what may 
be carved out for it by ever-failing man. 


which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual, 


47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is 


the Lord from heaven. 


incorruption. 


48% As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly, 

49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 


51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, 


It is sown in 


but we shall all be changed, 
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 


trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 


it is sown 


% x % % 


Death is still unconquered, and our 
hope of immortality is a delusion. 
The importance of this theme, then, 
cannot be exaggerated. A strong, vic- 
torious faith must rest, not simply on 
One who lived and died, but on One 
who d'ed and lives. Unless He has 
overcome death, not simply in the sense 
of the survival of personality and in the 
dominance of His memory, but in the 
sense of complete conquest, robbing 
death of its hold over the whole man, 
we may have in Jesus another in the 
line of great religious teachers, but not 
a Saviour. “But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). 


Verse by Verse 

1 Cor. 15:3—*“... . I delivered ...I 
also received . .. Christ died for our 
sins ...” What Paul “delivered” was 
not a human philosophy but a divine 
revelation of truth (cf. 11:23 and Gal. 
1:12). The basic fact of the Gospel is 
the death of Christ, which is strongly 
emphasized in Old Testament prophecy 
and type. 

Verse 4—“. . . was buried .. . rose 
again the third day according to the 
scriptures.” Does Paul intend that the 
phrase “according to the scriptures” 
should cover both the burial and the 
resurrection? See Isaiah 53:9. For the 
third day see Jonah 1:17. Hosea 6:2, 
often regarded as a prophecy of Christ’s 
resurrection, is a forced reference, 

Verse 5.—‘“. . . seen of Cephas ,.. 
twelve.” Notice Paul’s omission of the 


raiséd incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
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the Inter- 


appearing to the women. Since Peter 
(Cephas) was the first public witness 
to the Resurrection, the appearing to 
him is given first in the list. 


Verse 6.—“. . above five hundred 
brethren . . . the greater . . . remain 
.. Some are fallen asleep.” This may 


have been the great meeting in Galilee, 
arranged by the Lord even before His 
death (Matt. 26:32). It was to be ex- 
pected that more than twenty year 
after the event, some of the five hun- 
dred should be gone, but enough re 
mained to make the testimony valid, 


Verse 7.—“. . . seen of James ... all 
the apostles.” This is doubtless Jame 
the brother of our Lord, who became 
a pillar of the church in Jerusalem. Ar 
the “twelve” of verse 5 and “all the 
apostles” of this verse the same com- 
pany? Grosheide thinks that Paul gives 
the word “apostles” a wider reference 
here. 


Verse‘ 8.—“. . . last . . . of me also 

. one born out of due time.” “The 

child untimely born” is Paul’s way a 

expressing his personal’ unworthiness 

as a member of the group privileged 

to see the risen Lord, yet it subtly lays 
claim to a place in the family. 


Verse 42.—“, . . sOwn in corruption 

. . raised in incorruption.” “So” marks 
the answer .to verse 35, following the 
analogies of verses 36-41. The figure 
of sowing grain is continued. As there 
is a connection between what is sown? 
and what grows from it, and yet they 
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are vastly different, so in the death and 
resurrection of the body. 
Verse 43.—“. . . dishonour . . . glory 
.. weakness ... power.” With “dis- 
honour” compare “the body of our 
humiliation” in Philippians 3:21 (A.S.V.). 


Verse 44—“. . . a natural body... 
spiritual body ...” “Natural” means 
pertaining to the soul. The argument 
is that if the nonmaterial man has a 
body which is a Suitable instrument for 
expressing himself on the lower level 
(soulical, psychical), there must be a 
body which is a suitable instrument for 
expressing himself on the higher level 
(spiritual) . 

Verse 45.—“. . . The first man Adam 

. a living soul; the last Adam... 
a quickening spirit.” See Genesis 2:7 
and John 5:21. “The last Adam” is, of 
course, Christ. Adam lives, on the 
lower plane; but Christ gives life, on 
the higher plane. 

Verse 46.—“. .. first ... that which is 
natural; and afterward that which is 
spiritual.” The historical order is here 
presented, and it is also the order of 
our experience. Compare 2:14, 15. In 
our lesson, however, it is the body that 
is in mind—the natural (soulical) body 
now, and the spiritual body in the res- 
urrection, 

Verse 47.—“The first man... earthy: 
the second man .. . the Lord from 
heaven.” The question of origin is here 
presented, but it has a bearing on 
nature, as the word “earthy” indicates. 
Adam and Christ are the two repre- 
sentative men, affecting all humanity. 
Both the humanity and the deity of 
Christ are in this verse. 

Verse 48.—“. . . the earthy ... they 
also that are earthy .. . the heavenly 

.. they also that are heavenly.” We 
draw our “earthiness” from Adam, but 
we draw “heavenliness” from Christ 
when we are “in Him.” 

Verse 49.—*. the image of the 
earthy . . . the image of the heavenly.” 
“Image” here refers to the body. This 
present body we have from Adam with 
all its earthiness. 
ioned dow, and the new body will be 
in the likeness of our Lord’s glorious 
body. 

Verse 50.—*. . . flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God .. .” “Flesh 
and blood” describes us in our present 
form of existence. Since flesh and blood 
are heir to corruption and death, it can- 
not partake of the eternal state of glory. 

Verse 51—“. . . a mystery ... we 
shall all be changed.” The answer is: 
transformation. Here is truth unknown 
before. The day of the resurrection of 
the dead will witness also such a change 
in the living as will enable us to enter 
into the state of the glorified. 

Verse 52.—“. . . in the twinkling of an 
eye... the trumpet shall sound... 
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Last Week's Lesson 
6. November 10.—Concerning Spir- 
itual Gifts ........ 1 Corinthians 12 to 14 
Next Week's Lesson 


8. November 24.—Christian Giving. 
1 Corinthians 16 








the dead shall be raised . . . we shall be 
changed.” Note the rapidity of the 
change, at the very moment when the 


trump of resurrection summons the ™ 


righteous dead from the grave, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Three statements sum up the Gospel 
as Paul received it from the Lord and 
conveyed it to the Corinthians. (1) 
Christ died for our sins. (2) Christ 
was buried. (3) Christ rose again from 
the dead. 

The second of these statements may 
not seem to be of great importance, 
but it is the connecting link between 
the other two, and testifies to the real- 
ity of His death, and to the reality of 
His resurrection. The three days in the 
tomb testify that He was truly dead, 
and that therefore what happened on 
the third day was really a resurrection. 

The third statement is tremendously 
important. Without it a little phrase 
will have to be deleted from the first 
statement—the phrase “for our sins,” so 
that all we shall have left is, Christ 
died and was buried. There is not much 
Gospel in that, but if Christ, indeed, 
rose from the dead, according to the 








But it will be fash- ° 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT three facts did Paul present 
as constituting the heart of the 
Gospel? 

2. How did Paul come by the message 
of the Gospel? 

3. Why is the burial of Christ an im- 
portant fact in the Gospel? 

4. What phrase in verse 3 of our les- 
son will have to be dropped if Christ 
did not rise from the dead? 

5. If the phrase “according to the 
scriptures’ in verse 4 covers the burial 
of Christ, what Old Testament passage 
would you offer in support? 

6. Where in the Old Testament is the 
resurrection of Christ on the third day 
presented? 

7. What witnesses of the resurrection 
of Christ are omitted from Paul's list? 

8. What is the meaning of the word 
“natural” in verses 44, 46? 

9. By what two designations is Christ 
presented, in contrast to Adam in our 
lesson? 

10. What is the meaning of the word 
“mystery” as used in verse 51? 

(Answers on page 854) 
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Scriptures, then we have a Gospel as 
well as a historic statement—*“Christ 
died for our sins.” 

It is necessary, therefore, that the 
statement regarding His rising again be 
backed up by sound testimony, and the 
Apostle Paul calls the witnesses in suc- 
cession—(1) Cephas, that is Simon 
Peter, (2) the Twelve, still so called, 
despite the absence of Judas Iscariot, 
(3) the five hundred, probably the 
meeting in Galilee, (4) James, the 
brother of our Lord, who with the other 
brothers had been an unbeliever dur- 
ing dur Lord’s earthly ministry (John 
7:5), (5) all the apostles, a phrase 
which, as used by the Apostle Paul, 
probably includes more than the 
Twelve, (6) Paul, himself, in very dif- 
ferent circumstances. Paul insists that 
he saw the risen Christ as really as 
those to whom He appeared during the 
forty days preceding His ascension, 
Paul would certainly endorse the state- 
ment of Arnold of Rugby—“I know of 
no one fact in the history of mankind 
which is proved by better and fuller 
evidence of every sort, to the under- 
standing of a fair inquirer, than the 
great sign which God hath given us, 
that Christ died and rose again from 
the dead.” 

The resurrection of Christ is not only 
a historic fact but it is a promise, as- 
suring the resurrection of those who 
fall asleep in Him. Our natural rela- 
tionship with Adam assures us that we 
shall die, but our spiritual relationship 
with Christ assures us that we shall 
live. The body which we inherit from 
Adam is a natural body characterized 
by corruption and weakness, but the 
body that we shall inherit from our 
union with Christ will be. a spiritual 
body characterized by incorruption, 
glory, and power. We are born in the 
image of Adam, and travel the path of 
mortality, but we are born again in the 
image of the last Adam, Christ, and 
through Him we shall travel the path 
of immortality. 

But suppose we are still alive when 
the day of resurrection comes—what 
shall happen to us? In our present state 
we cannot enter the glories of the eter- 
nal Kingdom. We need have no fear. 
A hidden truth has been made known 
to the, apostle, and through him to us. 
The answer to our dilemma is—“We 
shall be changed!” The trumpet which 
calls the dead from their graves will 
be the signal for an instantaneous trans- 
formation in those who are Christ’s and 
who are alive and remain at that day. 
The same power that brought Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and will raise up 
those who are asleep in Him, will 
change this corruptible into incorrup- 
tion, and this morta] into immortality. 


_ “Then shall be brought to pass the say- 


ing that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory” (v. 54). 
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Qutline of the Lesson / 

1. The centrality of the Resurrection in 
the Gospel (1 Cor, 15:3-23) 

2. The manner of the resurrection for/ 
the dead (vs, 35-49) 

3. The implication of the resurrection 
for the living (vs, 50-54) 


Topics for Development 


Eschatological Problems. In theology 
“eschatology” is the doctrine of the last 
things, and deals with the prophetic 
Scriptures. 

The Corinthians and the Thessalonians 
had eschatological problems. It would 
appear that the Apostle Paul had taught 
both companies about the second com- 
ing of Christ. The Corinthians had got 
hold of the truth of the Resurrection 
in some measure, but it posed a question 
for them—Suppose we are still alive 
when the day of resurrection comes, 
how can we in our present flesh and 
blood state share in the glory of that 
day? The Thessalonians, on the other 
hand, had got hold of the wonderful 
truth of our gathering together to the 
Lord Jesus at His coming again, and 
were living .in expectant hope of that 
day. But that posed a problem for 
them. It will be wonderful for us, they 
thought, to have the Lord Jesus come 
again and receive us unto Himself, but 
what about our loved ones who have 
died, will they be robbed of the bless- 
edness and glory of that day? 

Paul had his answer for both prob- 
lems. For the Corinthians he had this, 
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shal] all be 
changed” (1 Cor. 15:51). That answered 
their concern for the living. For the 
Thessalonians he had a like word of 
certainty, “This we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord . . . the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 4:15-17). This 
answered their questions concerning the 
dead. “Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.” 


Practical Applications 

Get hold of the facts and you will 
not be confused with theories. 

Get hold of all the facts and you will 
have a Gospel as well as a history. 

To know the evidences is good, but 
to know the living Saviour is better. 

If incorruption, honor, and power be 
the goal, let your life take on that mold 
rather than the marks of corruption, 
dishonor, and weakness which are to be 
sloughed off. 

The change from corruption to incor- 
ruption will be, “in the twinkling of an 
eye,” but these are the days of prepara- 
tion for that change. Do not let that 
day find you unprepared, 


Golden Text 


1 Cor. 15:58.—“Therefore . . . stead- 
fast, unmoveable . . . your labour is not 
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in vain in the Lord.” If your heart is 
all set on present results, you will often 
feel that your work is in vain, but if 
you are willing to commit your labor 
to Him as part of the preparation for 
“that day,” you will have assurance and 
quietness of heart. 
ELMHUvRST, ILL. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Low in the Grave He Lay” 
“When the Trumpet of the Lord 
Shall Sound” 

“Come, Ev'ry Soul by Sin Oppressed” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee that the 
Gospel brings us so much good for this 
life and so much that is better beyond 
it. Open this lesson to our understand- 
ing that we may live with the bright 
hope of the better life to come. So may 
we be of good courage when this life 
is hard. Hear us for the downcast, the 
suffering, and the distressed, that they 
may know the saving help of our Lord 
Jesus and the hope that cheers the 
Christian heart. Use Thy servants in 
this and every land to give Thy mes- 
sage of hope to the hopeless. Bless and 
use our own church and Sunday school 
to draw many to the Saviour. Help 
all of us to have a part in this great 
work. Forgive us our selfish unconcern 
and put it from us, filling our hearts 
with Christlike love for others. Ajil this 
we ask in Christ’s dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—An elderly minis- 
ter traveling by train in England found 
the only companion in his compartment 
was a bright looking boy. They soon 
became friendly and the boy mentioned 
that he was twelve. Then he asked, 
“How old are you?” The man of God 
told the boy, and the lad replied, “I’m 
afraid your best days are over.” “No, 
my young friend,” said the aging 
preacher, “my best days are now—and 
to come.” 

That might have puzzled the boy, but 
it was true. Our later years may not 
be our best in bodily health and 
strength, but for Christians they can 
be their best in growing more like 
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BODY THEN 
Christ, in larger usefulness, stronger 
faith, brighter hope, and deeper joy 
and peace. I often pray: “Strike when 
Thou wilt the hour of rest, but let my 
last days be my best.” 

But when a Christian’s last day of this 
life comes, the best is yet to be. Our 
lesson makes this plain in these words: 
“Behold, I shew you a miystery: We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
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_ changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 


of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed” (vs, 51, 52). This 
means that Christians who die before 
the Lord returns will then be raised 
with glorified bodies that can never age 
or die. But Christians still living then 
will be changed into that glorified state 
without passing through death, 

We could put it in this way. (1) It 
is good to be a Christian in this life, 
It gives the deepest joy and satisfaction 
possible now. (2) It is better still when 
we die and depart to be with Christ, 
though we still await bodily resurrec- 
tion (Phil. 1:23). (3) It is best of all 
when we are resurrected or translated 
into Christlike glory at His return. But 
to be in on all this good, better, and 
best, we must be Christians, people who 


trust and obey the Saviour. Are you 
one? 
CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And that he was seen ,.. seen... 
seen... seen...” (1 Cor. 15:5-8).— 
When the Gospel of the glory of Christ 
was entrusted by God to the Apostle 
Paul, he regarded it as a very sacred 
deposit, to be used to the glory of God, 
and the eternal welfare of mankind. 
He was most faithful in delivering that 
message as he had received it. He did 
not receive it of men (Gal. 1:10-12), 
and he did not aim at pleasing men in 
its delivery (1 Thess, 2:4). 

When differences of opinion, doubts, 
and denials concerning the resurrection 
of the dead arose among the Corinth- 
ians, Paul did not argue. He reminded 
them of four vital facts in that Gospel 
which he had divinely received: “Christ 
died for our sins . . . he was buried 
... he rose... he was seen...” 
(vs. 3-5). 

Whether they understood the miracle 
of resurrection or not, it remained for 
them to believe the revelation of God 
and the unsolicited testimony 6f godly 
witnesses. 

“How can that happen?” asked an 
elderly black man, as he heard a mis- 
sionary say: “Christ died on the cross 
for us all; then His body was*put in a 
grave, and on the third day He arose. 
We, too, shall arise from our graves 
after our bodies have rested for a time 
in the ground.” “I don’t believe that,” 
exclaimed the black man, “what is put 
in the ground cannot come up.” 

“Do you plant corn?” the missionary 
asked. “Yes, I do,” he answered. “Well, 
what happens when you put the kernel 
of corn in the ground?” 

“The grain decays, and the corn comes 
up out of the ground, he replied. “Very 
well,” said the missionary, “it is the 
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Lesson for November 17 


same with us. When we die, our bodies 
will be put into the ground. They will 
lie there until our Lord comes again. 
Then He will raise our bodies from 
their graves. We believe that His Word 
is true.” 

“I cannot understand it,” said the old 
black man, “but I believe it now, too, 
for the Lord has said it.” 

Because his sight of Christ in Glory 
transformed him from Saul the per- 
secutor to Paul the apostle, from a de- 
stroyer of the faith into a defender 
of it, it is easy to understand why he 
emphasized the fact that Christ was 
seen after His resurréction. The vision 
of a glorified Christ transforms believers 
today. 

A Moslem said to Dr. Harry Rimmer, 
“We have no information concerning 
our prophet, Mohammed, after his 
death.” Needless to say, Dr, Rimmer 
could answer, “We have a wealth of in- 
formation concerning our Saviour, after 
His death!” 


“It is sown... it is raised...” (1 
Cor. 15:42).—Think of a believer’s dead 
body as a seed. It is sown in corrup- 
tion but will be raised in incorruption. 
Sown in dishonor—or humiliation— 
raised in glory! Sown in weakness, 
raised in power. Sown a natural body, 
raised a spiritual body. What a per- 
fect contrast this “sowing” and “rais- 
ing” is to the baseless theory that when 
a body dies, it returns to dust, and that 
is all there is to it! 

Commenting on the expression: “It 
is sown in dishonour; it is raised in 
glory,” J. R. Caldwell says: “As I have 
stood by the grave of one I loved, and 
have seen the earth heaped upon the 
coffin, I thought, what dishonor! To 
have to bury under the earth one whom 
you have looked up to with affection 
and veneration—what a dishonor ‘to 
heap upon redeemed dust! But, I 
thought again, this is the very last now 
that sin and Satan can do. The next 
scene—how different!—when that which 
has thus been sown in dishonor shall 
be raised in glory, and fashioned by Him 
who is the ‘resurrection, and the life’— 
like unto His own glorious body.” 


“Howbeit that was not first which is 
spiritual, but that which is natural...” 
(1 Cor. 15:46).—What a deathblow this 
truth delivers to the teaching advocated 
by a large and growing cult today, that 
we pre-existed in spirit form before we 
came to earth as human beings! 


“Behold, I shew you a mystery .. .” 
(1 Cor, 15:51)—A “mystery” as used 
here means something not hitherto re- 
vealed. They knew before, that there 
would be a resurrection of the dead; 
but they were hearing for the first time 
that when the Lord returns He will 
raise the dead bodies of believers, and 
they shall put on incorruption; and 
saints who are living in mortal bodies 
shall put on immortality, 
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“Therefore ... be... always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord .. .” (i Cor. 
15:58). —Because we have heard and be- 
lieved the Gospel of the glory of Christ, 
and know the risen and manifested One 
as our Lord and Saviour, and because 
we know we are destined to bear His 
image—whether we fall asleep through 
Him or are alive on earth when He re- 
turns—let us be steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the 


Lord, forasmuch as we know our labor 


is not in vain in the Lord. Let us rev- 
erently say He will not permit anyone 
to work for salvation; but He urges 
all who are saved by His grace, through 
faith, to serve Him diligently; for it will 
delight His heart to reward abundantly! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, just now as this com- 

ment is being prepared in the early 
days of September there is a moot 
question going all round the world, to 
wit: Who has made the most progress 
with an “I.B.M.” (International Ballistic 
Missile), the United States or Russia? 
It is a very important question, for the 
answer might determine which of the 
two great nations could be able in a 
brief moment to exterminate the other; 
or if both might be destroyed simul- 
taneously. It involves wholesale conti- 
nental life and death, which is about 
the most serious matter the world could 
consider, 

But there is a far more serious and 
important moot question whieh has been 
debated for the past 1,900 years. It is 
not moot to those who believe the Bible 
for God’s Word is very definite in the 
statement of what is fact and truth. 
This question also involves life and 
death, the difference being that it is 
eternal life or death. The Resurrection. 
Although the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ on the third day after He was 
crucified, dead, and buried is one of the 
best authenticated facts in ancient his- 
tory, it has been doggedly discredited 
ever since the Sadducees disputed it 
with Peter and John in A.D. 33 and 
with Paul in A.D. 60. All four of the 
Gospels record it, and the fifteenth 
chaptér of First Corinthians, compris- 
ing our lesson text today, gives a sum- 
mary of bona fide witnesses to its re- 
ality. 

The Resurrection is of tremendous 
importance, because it means that when 
you die you will have just begun the real 
life—the life that is eternal. Death would 
be a terrifying thought if it were not 
for this great truth. God created us 
with a natural horror of death. At the 
same time He arranged it so that we 
need not really die! Oh, yes, we slough 
off this mortal shell, but to the Chris- 
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tian believer death is simply the door 
through which we pass into eternal life 
—a life which so far surpasses this one 
in joyous living that we will be amazed 
by its wonder and thrilling beauty. 
You fellows love life, and that is as 
God intended you should do; but do not 
count too much on this “world period” 
of it, for it is very brief. Now in your 
youth you cannot realize just how brief 
it is. Job said, “My days are swifter 
than a weaver’s shuttle” (7:6). Have 
you ever seen a shuttle dart across a 
loom? This life is like that. To you now 
there may appear to be plenty of time 
yet to think about eternity, but time is 
tricky and gains speed with each pass- 
ing year. 
When as a. child 
I laughed and wept— 
Time crept. 
When as a youth 
I dreamed and talked— 
Time walked. 
When I became 
A full-grown man— 
Time ran. 
Then as with the years 
I older grew— 
Time fiew. 
Soon I shall find 
As I travel on— 
Time GONE! 


And Eternity at the door takes over. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we'll begin by singing, 

“Jesus Bids Us Shine.” Now let us 
say Colossians 3:20 and Ephesians 6:2 
and then sing, “Our Parents.” 
ber we are expecting to hear your story 
next Sunday, Joan! 

An infidel once said sneeringly to a 
Christian girl, “You say that you be- 
lieve in Christ. There have been many 
christs. In which one of them do you 
believe?” The Christian girl answered 
instantly, “I believe in the Christ who 
rose from the dead.” Wasn’t that a 
good answer? The One who rose from 
the dead is the only Christ. All others 
are false. 

Our lesson today is from 1 Corin- 
thians 15, the great Resurrection chap- 
ter. In the first part of it there is a 
brief summary of the foundation facts 
of the Gospel. As soon as we have 
read verses 3 and 4, I will ask you é#vhat 
(Christ died for our 
sins. He was buried. He rose again 
the third day.) Right. Notice that it 
says twice over, “according to the scrip- 
tures.” Christ’s death and resurrection 
were foretold all through the Old Tes- 
tament in types as well as in words. 
Every lamb sacrificed to God, from that 
of Abe] till Christ died, was a type of 
Him, The Jews knew. that these sacri- 
fices pointed to Christ. When John the 
Baptist looked on Jesus, he said, “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh 
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away the sin of the world.” Seven hun- 
dred years before that day, Isaiah wrote 
by inspiration, “He was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities” (53:5). Psalm 16:10 
says, “Thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 
One to see corruption.” Yes, both His 
death and resurrection were according 
to the Scriptures. 

Now read verses 5-8 where six ap- 
pearances of Christ, after His resurrec- 
tion, are mentioned. What are they? 
(1) To Peter, (2) to the Twelve, (3) to 
500 people, (4) to James, (5) to all the 
apostles, (6) to Paul. The fact that 
Christ rose from the dead cannot be 
doubted by anyone, who, with an open 
mind, studies the evidences. 

What does the resurrection of Christ 
mean to us? Much every way. (1) It 
proves that every word He ever spoke 
was true. His resurrection, which He 
foretold several times, must have 
seemed impossible, but it came to pass 
exactly as He said it would. (2) It 
proves that the price He paid for our 
sins was sufficient. Christ died for our 
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Lesson for November 17 


sins. If He had not risen, we might 
have thought that our sins kept Him in 
the grave. But He rose triumphant 
over sin and Satan. (3) Because Christ 
rose we worship a living Saviour, This 
morning it is our privilege to be in vital 
touch with Him. (4) Because Christ 
rose from the dead, we know that if 
we die, we also will rise from the dead. 
A Christian has this confidence because 
he is forever united to Christ. 

Let us read verses 42-50 to learn more 
about ‘the resurrection of those who “die 
in the Lord.” Our bodies and the 
bodies of our loved ones who are saved 
may die and be buried; but they will 
surely come out of the grave, not 
marked with illness and suffering, but 
glorified. The life ‘story of the but- 
terfly is a little picture of this. 

Now read verses 51, 52. Here is a 
wonderful secret: Some Christians will 
never die. You and I may be among 
them. If the Lord comes while we are 
still living, we will never die. Turn 
to 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 and you will 
find more about this. When the Lord 
comes, what three signals will be given 
that we are to leave this earth? (The 
shout of the Lord. The voice of the 
archangel. The trump of God.) Right. 
When the iast trump shall sound we 
shall all be changed, as 1 Corinthians 
15:51, 52 says. How quickly will our 
bodies be changed, ready for Heaven? 
(“In the twinkling of an eye.”) Isn't 
that wonderful? Instead of a long, slow 
process such as a snake wriggling out 
of its old skin, we will be changed in- 
stantaneously. We will probably not 
even realize the change at the moment. 
When Paul was caught up to the third 
Heaven, he never noticed whether he 
was in his body or not. I think we will 
be the same way. We will be joyfully 
greeting our loved ones, who will have 
risen from their graves just before, and 
we will rise together with them to meet 
our wonderful Lord. That will be the 
beginning of “fulness of joy” and “pleas- 
ures for evermore” in His presence, 

The last verse in this chapter starts 
“Therefore.” That means, “Because of 
all this.” Remember that, as I conclude 
our lesson by reading verse 58. 





During this quarter and the next we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
Postpaid, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
‘blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

God’s Gift of Life (1 Cor. 15:3-11, 35-38) 

F, AT this season of the year, you 

or one of your boys can find a cocoon, 
you have nature’s object lesson of res- 
urrection. If you have access to grain, 
such as wheat, oats, or corn, you have 
the object lesson Paul used; perhaps 
you can also secure some of the grain 
stalks or corn fodder to illustrate the 
difference between the planted seed and 
the life resulting. Squash or pumpkin 
or apple, procurable in grocery stores, 
may be substituted for the grain. 

Begin the lesson by mention of a 
Christian or child who has recently 
died, or some outstanding tragedy re- 
sulting in death. Will this person live 
agan? Some of the Christians in Cor- 
inth thought it could not be true that 
people would live again. Had even the 
Lord Jesus Christ really come to life 
after being dead? Look in my Bible 
for Paul’s answer, and see what chap- 
ter of First Corinthians it is in. (At 
chapter 15 have an envelope bearing 
a simplified version: I passed on to 
you, among the first things, what I my- 
self received, that Christ died for our 
sins as the Old Testament said, that He 
was buried, that He came to life on the 
third day as the Old Testament said, 
and that He was seen by Peter, then 
by the Twelve. After that He was seen 
by more than five hundred Christians 
at once, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. After that He 
was seen by James, then by all the 
apostles. Last of all, He was seen by 
me, too. . . . I am the lowest of the 
apostles and do not deserve to be called 
an apostle because I persecuted the 
church of God. But by the goodness of 
God I am what I am. And His good- 
ness to me was not ‘wasted, but I have 
done more work than all of them, yet 
not I, but the goodness of God work- 
ing with me. So whether they or I, 
this is what we preach and this is what 
you believed.) 

Show the children how to locate the 
Old Testament prophecies through the 
marginal references in 1 Corinthians 
15:3, 4 (Isa. 53:9; Jonah 1:17). Recall 
the risen Christ’s appearances. 

Why did Christ die for our sins and 
rise again? Was it not so that we would 
have life, and rise again, too? “God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through him” (1 
John 4:9, Memory Verse). There are 
many questions we would like to ask 
about that life that lives forever. Paul 
has an answer to one question with 
that grain (find the question which 
has been provided and placed among 
the grain or tacked to the squash): 
But someone will say: “How do dead 
people come to life? What kind of body 
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do they have when they come back?” 
Stupid! What you plant does not come 
to life unless it dies first. What you 
plant is not in the form that it is go- 
ing to be, but only a seed, perhaps of 
wheat of something else. God gave it 
a form as He pleased, and to each kind 
of seed its own form. And John tells 
us this wonderful news! (1 John 3:2.) 
Will everybody come to life in the 
resurrection? The teacher needs to 
study carefully all the material in the 
Bible, for children are often told that 
any person who has died has gone to 
Heaven. There is a resurrection for 
everyone, though not at the same time; 
there is a second death; there is eternal 
life. Can you say, “Christ died for my 
sins; He has given me eternal life”? You 
can ask Him right now. Place the Bible 
readings on a butterfly cutout. 


WONDERING ABOUT THE RESURRECTION 

Why? (John 6:39, 40; 14:19c) 

Who? (John 5:25, 28, 29; 11:25, 26) 

What? (1 Cor. 15:45-49; 1 John 3:2) 

How? (1 Cor. 15:35-38, 44, 51-54) 

When? (1 Cor, 15:22, 23; 1 Thess. 4:13- 
18; Rev. 20:4-6) 

Where? (1 Thess. 4:17; John 14:2, 3; 
Rev. 20:10 to 21:5; 21:10 to 22:5) 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20-cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Languid Christians.—Therefore, my 

beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord (1 Cor. 15:58, Golden Text). “Are 
you not wearying for our heavenly 
rest?” said Whitefield one day to an old 
clergyman. “No, certainly not!” he re- 
plied. “Why not?” was the- surprised 
rejoinder. “Why, my good friend,” said 
the old minister, “if you were to send 
your servant into the fields to do a 
certain work for you, and promised to 
give him rest and refreshment in the 
evening, what would you say if you 
found him languid and discontented in 
the middle of the day, and murmuring, 
‘Would to God it were evening!’ Would 
you not bid him be up and doing and 
finish his work, and then go home and 
get the promised rest? Just so does 
God say to you and me.”—From the 
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Guardian. Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 


Concentrate on the Blood.—For I de- 
livered unto you first of all... how 
that Christ died for our sins ... (1 Cor. 
15:3). Eighteen years ago I landed at 
Avenmouth from the West Indies. Feel- 
ing tired, I sought a distant carriage 
in which to be alone. But a stranger, 
the chief engineer of the little Haitian 
war fleet, followed me—purposely, as 
I learned afterward. Soon he had 
brought out a photograph of his three 
little children; and when I asked him 
if he was leading them to Heaven, he 
said, “No, but I want to. What is the 
way there? How can I be saved, so I 
can save them?” By this time we were 
only five minutes from Bristol, where, 
in the confusion of a great station, we 
must part forever. Feeling over- 
whelmed, for I had only five minutes 
to point a soul to God, I could only con- 
centrate on the blood of the Lamb, Isa- 
iah’s dying Messiah; and I shal] never 
forget the grip of the hand on the plat- 

*form from one whose radiant face I 
expect to see in the throng which sur- 
rounds the Throne.—From D, M, Pan- 
ton. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Arxtell, 
Kans. 
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Lesson for November 17 


We Can’t Lose.—So also is the resur- 
rection of the dead. It is sown in cor- 
ruption; it is raised in incorruption (1 
Cor, 15:42). Aches and pains remind 
us that the bodies we got from old Adam 
are disintegrating. Some of them look 
very unsightly before they are laid 
away, and often we are acutely aware 
that “it is sown in corruption.” But 
the Christian anticipates a new body 
“like unto his glorious body” as part 
of his salvation. Everything we have 
by the first Adam is marred and spoiled 
and subject to decay. But when we 
become sons of God by faith in the last 
Adam we are assured a new body in- 
corruptible, beyond the reach of sin, dis- 
ease, and death. This removes the sense 
of futility such as torments the aging 
man without hope in Christ. The best 
is yet to be! Lovely landscapes may 
wither, but a new earth looms ahead. 
Strong bodies may fail, but they only 
make way for new eones ° infinitely 
stronger. Loved ones go, but all who 
are in Christ are headed for a better 
reunion. Christians never meet for the 
last time. Cheer up, my brother! This 
body may never die, for Jesus may 
come first. But at worst it is only sown 
in corruption for an incorruptible har- 
vest. We cannot lose!—From Vance 
Havner. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans, 


Glorious Change.—It is sown in dis- 
honour; it is raised in glory: it is sown 
in weakness; it is raised in power (1 
Cor. 15:43). An old Negro mammy lay 
dying, with these words on her lips, 
“My ole wooden wagon is changing to 
a chariot of gold.”"—From Dr, Robert G. 
Lee. Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. 


No Break in the Continuity.—There is 
a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body (1 Cor. 15:44). It is the Christian 
hope that we shall be “clothed upon” 
by this spiritual body. It is a different 
kind of body but, remember, it is a 
body, not a disembodied spirit. Most 
helpful to me is to contemplate the 
move of a ten-year-old boy through 
adolescence to twenty-year-old man- 
hood. Here, indeed, is a new body with 
new powers, new tastes, new loves, new 
zest for life. And still it is the same 
person. Every cell of his body has died 
and he has been “clothed upon” with a 
new body. And yet there is no break 
in the continuity. He is still the same 
person and continues to recognize and 
appreciate his friends. There is a pre- 
adolescent and a postadolescent body; 
there is a predeath and a postdeath 
body. This body after death is called 
by the apostle a “spiritual body.”— 
From Dr. Addison H. Leitch. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


More Beyond.—As we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly (1 Cor. 
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15:49). Toward the close of the fif- 
teenth century the pillars of Hercules 
were stamped upon the coins of Spain, 
and underneath was written the legend, 
Ne plus ultra—‘Nothing beyond.” The 
inscription was altered by the discovery 
of America. When Columbus set foot 


- on the shores of the great land that was 


never to bear his name, it was decided 
to delete the ne and leave the other 
two words standing, plus ultra—‘more 
beyond.” Yes, there’s more beyond, 
there’s another life beyond this. Jesus 
says that those who follow Him will 
receive “in the world to come eternal 
life.,—From a tract. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Who Has the Key?—And the dead 
shall be raised (1 Cor. 15:52). A grief- 
stricken father handed the key to his 
little girl’s casket to the keeper of the 
cemetery. The minister, noticing the 
father’s helpless despair, said: “You 
think the key to your little child’s cas- 
ket is in the hand of 'the keeper of the 
cemetery. Let me tell you, the key to 
your little girl’s grave hangs at the 
girdle of the Son of God, and He will 
come some morning and use it.” Then 
the light broke through the man’s tears, 
and he saw the glory of the resurrec- 
tion.—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


LONG with their assigned Memory 

Verse, your Primaries will be able 
to memorize two other verses—1 Corin- 
thians 15:3, 4. These verses present the 
Gospel (the Good News) perhaps more 
clearly than any other verse or verses. 
Since they will have occasion to use 
these verses throughout their whole 
lifetime, they should learn them early. 
You may prefer to teach them at the 
conclusion of your teaching period, 
When you use them during the lesson, 
use motions. The children, naturally, 
will want to use the motions, too. We 
suggest starting in the middle of verse 
three: “Christ died for our sins”— 
Point up for “Christ.” Form a cross 
using your forefingers to represent the 
word “died.” Hand over heart illus- 
trates “for our sins.” Hands together, 
palms upward as if reading a book, 
visualizes “according to the scriptures.” 
Stoop over and point down for “and 
that he was buried.” Stand up straight 
and swoop hand up to demonstrate “and 
that he rose again.” Hold up three fin- 
gers: “the third day.” Hands together, 
palms upward: “according to the scrip- 
tures.” 

Explain to the children that this is 
the Gospel. From Sunday to Sunday 
review it. Do not let them forget it! 
They should know that of the many re- 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
2 cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 

been completed. Each reader is custom made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same 
type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader - $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader - 2.50 Fifth Reader- - - 3.50 
Third Reader - - 2.75 SixthReader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-11, Rowan, owa 
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ligious leaders who have lived: Buddha, 
Mohammed, Mary Baker Eddy (founder 
of Christian Science—falsely so-called), 
only the Lord Jesus Christ came back 
from the dead. Because He lives, we, 
too, shall live—according to the Scrip- 
tures! 

Ever since first studying this lesson 
several days ago, an old hymn has been 
running through this writer’s.mind: 

Jesus lives, and so shall I. ° 

Death! thy sting is gone forever! 

He who deigned for me to die, 

Lives, the bands of death to sever. 

He shall raise me from the dust: 

Jesus is my Hope and Trust. 


Jesus lives and death is now 
But my entrance into Glory. 
Courage, then, my soul, for thou 
Hast a crown of life before thee; 
Thou shall find thy hopes were just; 
Jesus is the Christian's Trust. 
—Christian Gellert. 
While it is not the type of hymn that 
can be easily taught to Primaries, it 
will be well for you, dear Teacher, to 
sing it over to yourself _— and again, 
as you prepare your own feart for teach- 
ing this marvelous lesson. The other 
stanzas (not printed here) are very 
thought-provoking. You will want to 
teach your children, however, the fam- 
miliar “He Lives.” Try to keep it ata 
slower-than-usual tempo, so the full 
significance of the words will lodge in 
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the minds and hearts of the children. 

If the weather is favorable on Sunday, 
de not let your pupils remove their 
eoats and hats when they come into 
Sunday school. When it is time to be- 
gin, take them outside and point out 
several trees which have lost their 
leaves. Ask them if they think the tree 
has died. Ask leading questions that 
will get them to tell you that the tree 
will live again when spring comes. The 
more you can get them to tell you, the 
more they will be prepared for today’s 
study of the resurrection of our blessed 
Lord. While it may not seem quite ap- 
propriate to teach the resurrection les- 
son at this particular season of the year, 
you will be surprised and blessed in 
your soul as you prepare. For the 
Christian, every Lord’s Day all year 
through is a reminder of the Resurrec- 
tion. 


Some important facts that should be . 


made clear as ybu teach the lesson: 

1. By the death of Christ on the cross, 
God’s righteous demands are fully satis- 
fied. Sin must be punished. The sin- 
fulness of sin and the righteousness of 
God make punishment necessary. It is 
a glorious truth that Christ took the 
punishment that we deserved. 

2. Because of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, guilty sinners may receive 
the salvation which He purchased. God 
raised Him from the dead, showing that 
He had received Christ’s death as pay- 
ment of the penalty (Rom. 4:25). 

3. There is an existence for all men 
and women and boys and girls after 
death. By receiving the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour, we shall live with Him for- 
ever in Heaven. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 847) 

1. The death, burial, and resurrection 
of Christ (1 Cor. 15:3, 4). 

2. By revelation (v. 3. Cf. Gal. 1:12). 

3. It certifies His death, and therefore 
assures that what took place on the 
third day was a true resurrection. 

4. “For our sins.” 

5. Isaiah 53:9, 

6. It is symbolically presented in 
Jonah 1:17. See Matthew 12:40. 

7. The women (Matt. 28:1, 9). 

8. Pertaining to the soul, 

9. The last Adam (v. 45) and the sec- 
ond man (v. 47). 

10. A truth hitherto withheld but now 
revealed. 

ELMuurst, ILL, 

we 


“Believing is seeing” is a true aphor- 
ism of the spirit which clings to the Lord 
by its faith and love—F. B. Meyer, D.D. 
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Lesson for November 17 


“Practical Advantages of 
Uniform Lessons” 


| i IT necessary to have a closely 
graded school and to teach different 
portions of the Bible to different age 
groups in order to do effective Sunday 
school work today? Many who for 
years have used uniform lessons for 
the whole school do not think that this 
is necessary, but they do not always 
have the answers when arguments for 
close grading are strongly presented, 
and sometimes, therefore, they are per- 
suaded to relinquish the excellent and 
tested method of uniform lessons with- 
out realizing the advantages that lie in 
having the whole school and the whole 
family study the same Scripture por- 
tion, 

Several weeks ago a Sunday school 
teacher, who has also been a successful 
public school teacher, wrote for THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes a thoughtful and 
convincing article, setting forth the 
values of uniform lessons and telling how 
any necessary grading can be done by 
the teacher, and at the same time the 
advantages of uniform lessons can be 
preserved. This article has now been 
reprinted in pamphlet form under the 
title, “Practical Advantages of Uniform 
Lessons.” You may have copies for 
your own use, and for distribution 
among teachers and officers of your 
school or other friends who may be 
considering changes in the type of les- 
sons they are using. These pamphlets 
may be had free of cost. Just ask for 


“Practical ‘Advantages of Uniform Les- 


sons,” by Carol E. Miller, and address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 


Children at Home 


Finders Keepers 
By Hope Morris Noel 


ANET walked slowly home from 

school. She felt. sorry for herself. 
Why couldn’t she ever have pretty 
things like Beth? Forgetting her own 
new smocked dress and the little heart- 
shaped locket Daddy had given her for 
her birthday, she could think of noth- 
ing but. Beth’s pocketbook. 

The small purse was shaped like a 
miniature yellow basket and on the lid 
was a little wire cage. Inside was a 
tiny bluebird that sang when you wound 
the key. Beth’s uncle had sent it from 
Switzerland. It was unlike any pocket- 
book Janet had ever seen, and very 
beautiful. How Janet would have loved 
to have had one like it! 

Suddenly Janet rubbed her eyes. She 
must be dreaming! There was Beth’s 
purse lying in the grass beside the walk. 
Janet picked it up. How did it get 
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Please help us send this 
amazing finger-phono 


to those who 
cannot read 


A remarkable new invention, which 
the American Bible Society helped 
perfect—a feather-weight plastic 
phonograph operated by one finger— 
now makes it possible to bring the 
blessed Word to the more than one 
billion people of the world who can- 
not read. 


Tests made in Liberia, Pakistan and 
Mexico showed that one of these in- 
expensive record-players in a village 
of 50 to 100 people draws interested 
groups everyday to hear the good 
news. 


The American Bible Society hopes 
to place hundreds of thousands of 


; 





finger-phono kits—complete with 
needles and a year’s supply of Bible 
recordings in the dialect of the peo- 
ple—in lands where only a fortunate 
few can read. 

You, your Church, your Church 
group or Sunday School class can 
have a part in this great new mis- 
sionary development. 

A gift of $10.00 provides 3 kits. Think 
of it—three missionaries,in a thirsty 
field for only $10.00! 

Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation. 


Use the coupon below to send your 
gift! 








450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. SS-711B 











Enclosed is my check or money order for $........ to send Finger-Phono 
Kits into the mission field. 

Name 

Address 

City Zone State 
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UNEXPECTED. FOOD 
IN TIME OF NEED 


The following letter from Hungary 
vividly depicts the plight of many to 
whom we minister in our Saviour’s name: 

Budapest, Hungary 
Beloved Brother in Christ: 

Unexpected, and in a time of great need, 
we received your wonderful food package. 
Truly Psalm 23 has been gloriously fulfilled. 
The Lord is our Shepherd; therefore we do 
not want. 

I am 81 years old. My wife, Mona, has 
‘had nine operations. Both of us are sick with 
rheumatism and heart disease. For two 
years I was bedridden and suffered excrucia- 
ting pains. Last time when they dismissed 
me from the hospital, they told me, “You 
better go home and die, not in the hospital.” 

I used to receive a small pension, but it 
was stopped in 1950, when they deported us 
from Budapest without mercy or considera- 
tion. Then last March, all of a sudden, they 
started again to give me a small pension of 
400 gulden, the equivalent of a pair of shoes, 
or the rent of one unheated room. 

You may well ask, how do we live, eat, 
keep warm, or clothe ourselves? The answer 
is, we are fed directly by the hand of our dear 
Lord. He cares for us and sends to us cloth- 
ing and shoes, and sometimes even a little 
money from unknown friends, His angels. 

When seven years ago we were deported 
into the country, we lived in a peasant’s hut. 
Our room was dark and dank, with a mud 
floor. For two years I lay helpless while my 
wife, who was sick herself, nursed me. She 
became so exhausted and sick that she looked 
like a skeleton. 

I could not eat or even swallow. My 
tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth as 
there was no saliva. It was hard for me even 
to speak. I lost 66 pounds and became a 
helpless bundle of skin and bones. The 
doctor prescribed no medicine as none was 
available. The pain was unbearable and I 
could not sleep. : 
~ Then one day when our situation seemed 
most desperate and hopeless, my wife and I 
joined hands together and prayed God for 
mercy. That night we fell asleep and slept 
through till morning. When I woke up I 
said to my wife, “Dear, we slept all night and 
now I feel no pain. But Iam hungry. My 
tongue does not cleave to the roof of my mouth. 
Please can you give me something to eat.” 
Since that day the pain disappeared. I sleep 
well and eat when we have something to eat. 
I feel much stronger and can get around with 
the help of a stick in. my hand. This is really 
a miracle. God is love, gracious and full of 
mercy. To Him be praise and glory, and 
thanks to our beloved brethren in Christ in 
the city of Philadelphia. We pray that the 
Lord’s blessing may be upon you and all those 
who help your noble work. 

Your grateful brother, A.O. 


Letters like this, which unfold human tragedy 
in all its grimness, come to us daily from every 
part of the world. It is our privilege to bring 
some help to these brethren of our Lord, as He 
enables us to do so through your compassion. 
Let us thank God for the privilege of helping and 


showing forth His love. 
FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY and RELIEF SOCIETY, Inc. 
728 S$ Witherspoon Building, Phila. 7, Pa. 
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here? Surely Beth wouldn’t be care- 
less enough to drop it, 

Then Janet’s eyes gleamed. Wasn't it 
true about finders keepers? Clutching 
the tiny basket, Janet ran home and 
went straight to her room, She wound 
and wound the tiny key and listened to 
the bluebird’s sweet song, But somehow it 
wasn’t as much fun as Janet had thought 
it would be. She felt guilty and kept 
remembering how Beth must be feeling 
about losing her new gift. 

Mother called Janet to supper, but she 


wasn’t very hungry. Daddy was say- 


ing, “Did you hear that Mr. Benson’s 
grocery clerk found a hundred dollar 
bill when he was sweeping up? He took 
it right over to Mr. Benson’s house be- 
fore he had even missed it.” 

Janet thought surely Daddy must have 
guessed her guilty secret, but Daddy was 
speaking to Mother. 

Mother replied, “Yes, but I wasn’t 
surprised. Henry, the clerk, is always 
honest in little ways, like giving you 
correct weight in your vegetables and 
being sure you get the freshest food 
when he fixes your orders. When one 
is honest in little ways, he will be hon- 
est in big ways, too.” 

Janet almost choked on her salad. She 
was remembering the big chart of Ten 
Commandments hanging in the Sunday 
school room. The words, “Thou shalt 
not steal” and “Thou shalt not covet,” 
seemed to be staring at her. 

Excusing herself from the table, she 
hurriediy dialed Beth’s number. Beth 
answered. Did her voice sound sad? 
Janet wasn’t sure. “Beth,” she said, “I 
found your pocketbook this afternoon on 
the way home from school, and I'll 
bring it right over.” 

“Oh, goody, goody!” No mistaking 
Beth’s voice this time. It fairly bubbled 
with happiness and relief. “I laid it 
down with my books beside the walk 
while I watched the boys play ball. 
Then I forgot al] about it when I picked 
up my books.” 

Beth met Janet at the gate. “Come on 
in and have some ice cream with me. 
Mother is making us super sundaes.” 

Janet studied her shoes. “Thank you, 
Beth, but I don’t deserve any ice cream. 
You see, I wanted your pocketbook so 
much and then when I found it, I de- 
cided to keep it. Only my conscience 
wouldn’t let me.” Janet looked miser- 
able, 

Beth put her arm around her friend. 
“But you didn’t keep it,” she pointed 
out. “That’s what a conscience is for, 
to help us to do right. Come on back 
to the kitchen. Those sundaes should 
be ready by now.” 

The sundae tasted cold and delicious. 
But inside Janet felt warm. It was such 
a happy feeling to know she had done 
the right thing! 

GREENEVILLE, TENN. 


November 2, 1957 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1958 


AVE you discovered what a valuable 

tool THe SuNDAy ScHooL Times In- 
ternational Uniform Lesson List can be 
in your class or school? The list of 1958 
lessons is now ready. Many superin- 
tendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil] can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
When used in the regular Sunday school 
sessions instead of lesson leaflets, they 
may stimulate pupils to use the Bible 
itself rather than printed excerpts from 
it. Some superintendents find the list 
convenient to hand to substitute _teach- 
ers as a guide for their lesson prepara- 
tion. 

The 1958 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1958 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and 
forgetful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School] Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


The Burning Bush 
(Continued from page 845) 


become as nothing to us. The cross of 
Christ, which, after all, is the supreme 
illustration of all that for which the 
bush stands, has no message save to 
those who turn aside in this way. 
This story also emphasizes another 
thing: the necessity of a seriousness of 
purpose. The peril of our day is that 
of absorption in things, which, though 
lawful and right in themselves, yet be- 
come despotic in their tendencies, and 
help to keep us back from the things 
that really matter. The issue is always 
with us as with Moses in the desert: 
the government and responsibility of 
Jethro, or that of Jesus? We need to 
be sufficiently serious willingly to sac- 
rifice material interests in order to draw 
near to~God, that the transforming en- 
ergies of His power may be liberated 
upon us. There is a tragic deteriora- 
tion which sets in in a life which has 
no holy ground. This, surely, is the 
severest comment that the most observ- 
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ant and charitable critic can express 
regarding our present age, and the lives 
of many men and women who live in 
it, that they have got no holy ground 
in their lives. The blight of the com- 
monplace is upon everything, there is 
nothing fenced off for God. We need 
that seriousness of purpose which shall 
sanctify our lives, for God is always 
willing to commune with men and to 
disclose Himself to them, 

This emphasizes one more point: the 
largeness of the outcome of this turn- 
ing aside to God. This can be illus- 
trated from the case of Moses himself. 
He drew near, he acceded to the demand 
which he did not understand, to take 
his shoes off; he talked with God. And 
what was the result? He had the as- 
surance of his personal relationship with 
God, such an assurance as he had never 
had before. And with that assurance 
of his personal relationship with God 
there came the conviction of his in- 
evitable relationship with men. Moses 
realized that in some mysterious way 
he himself was connected, on the one 
hand, with God’s glory, and, on the 
other hand, with Israel’s destiny. And 
every man who thus draws near to 
God has a similar experience. He is 
assured of his relationship with God, 
and he is assured of his obligation of 
service to men. There in the desert 
Moses saw his whole life in the trans- 
figuring light of God’s purpose. From 
that hour he became a man fired with 
one desire, which dominated his life, 
until its lonely close there in the 
desert. From the burning bush in 
the desert, Moses went to face the dif- 
ficulties of Egypt, and from thence to 


hear the thunders of Sinai, to taste - 


the bitter waters of Marah, to engage 
in the conflict, to share in the victory 
of Rephidim, to see the rock smitten, 
to witness the miracle at Horeb, and 
then on to Nebo’s lonely mountain, 
there to die, where the finger of God 
upturned the sod and laid His servant 
to rest. Moses went out from the burn- 
ing bush to all this—and more; he went 
out to acquire a wonderful influence 
as the leader of the nation, an influence 
which was only attained and acquired, 
as all spiritual influence is, by vicarious 
suffering. Moses stands. out pre-em- 
inently as the man who suffered. That 
was the result of his turning aside, And 
that will be the result in your life and 
mine. It will take various forms, ac- 
cording to the purpose of God, and the 
personality of His servant. 

The bush is before us today, with its 
blazing appeal to turn aside in rever- 
ence, in faith, in submission; to for- 
sake the common absorptions of life. 
To draw near to the Saviour will be 
_ to catch His passion, and that will mean 
strength, and courage, and unselfishness, 
In short, the believer will become like 
his Master. The blazing bush will mean 
to him just what it meant to Moggs. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, November 17 


Sharing Our Faith With Japan 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


ERHAPS a better title for the topic 

we are to consider this week would 
be, “Sharing the Gospel With Japan.” 
As with similar topics considered here- 
tofore, we should see that, in a very 
real sense, we cannot share our faith 
with anyone. Our faith is something 
that is personal and indivisible. We can 
tell others about our faith in Christ and 
give them reasons why we believe in 
Him and trust Him. We can urge them 
to accept Him and encourage them to 
have faith in Christ. But we cannot 
give them a part of our faith. They 
must believe for themselves. 

se 


Japan is a land of strong contrasts. 


The foreign visitor quickly becomes) 


conscious of quaint Japanese houses and 
modern flats; of open market shops and 
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There is no better Bible 
than a Cambridge Bible. 
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Ready Now 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith’s 
New Book 
Egypt in Biblical Prophecy 

‘ Price, $3.50 











or 
W. A. WILDE CO., PUBLISHERS 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 
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FOR ENJOYABLE BIBLE STUDY USE THESE... 


COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE B818LE—By Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown. Critical and explanatory com- 
‘ments on every verse in the Bible. The most popu- 
lar of all verse-by-verse commentaries. Unequaled 
in value for preachers, Sunday school teachers, 
Christian workers and Bible students. 1347 large 
2 column pages. 6%” x 10” 


FAUSSET’S BIBLE ENCYCLOPAEDIA AND DICTIONARY — By A. 
R. Fausset. A complete Bible Dictionary and Bible 
Encyclopaedia, all in one large volume. Complete 
and unabridged edition, alphabetically arranged 
for ready reference. 600 illustrations. 753 large 2 
column pages 644" x 93%” 
CRUDEN'S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE—This fine book 
makes it easy to locate desired Scripture verses. 
It includes more than 200,000 references to the 
King James and the Revised Version. Contains a 
section on Scripture proper names. 783, 2 column 
pages. 544” x 84” 
SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY —By William Smith. This is 
a thoroughly revised and up-to-date edition. One 
of the best and most complete available. Contains 
over 400 illustrations. 818 pages 
@ ZONDERVAN PUBLICATIONS ¢ 


R FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 


$7.95 


$5.95 


$3.50 


$3.00 
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The Famous 


COMPANION BIBLE 
for as low as $12 
Write: TRUTH FOR TODAY, R2, Warsaw, Ind. 


“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn available 
for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose postage. 
State number required. INDO-BURMA PIONEER 
MISSION, 989 Bay Street, Toronto, Canada. 














Choice Gleanings Calendar 
Daily Scripture gems, meditations, leaflet for let- 
ters, clippings, inspiring poems, calendar for 
entire year. Wall, book or desk style. Any style 
$1.75, postpaid. Order now at your bookstore or 

Guapet Folio Press 
Box 41 - Grand Rapids, Mich. 











PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
Dept. 102 SCRANTON 2, ra NI 








skyscraper department stores; of ki- 
monos and New York fashions; of rough, 
sandy roads and concrete highways; of 
polite, cultured people in the cities and 
simple, rather primitive people in the 
country and outlying districts; of a zeal 
for education and training and, at the 
same time, an ingrained adherence to 
the superstitious beliefs and practices 
of heathendom, 

Most of the Japanese people are either 
Buddhists or Shintoists. Buddhism is a 
religion of ethics following the teach- 
ings of Buddha. It halds out as man’s 
only hope an ultimate absorption into a 
state of nonexistence called Nirvana. 
Shintoism holds that the sun god is sup- 
posed to have founded the reigning 
house of Japan, and it therefore pro- 
motes worship of the emperor, of de- 
parted national heroes, and even family» 
ancestors, to whom prayers are offered, 
incense is burned, and homage is paid 
by bowing at the shrines at stated pe- 
riods, bowing to the east, and the like. 
Both of these religions are character- 
ized by belief in and fear of evil spirts, 
which must be placated or thwarted by 
all sorts of superstitious formulas and 
practices. They are religions of bond- 
age and fear. 

4 

From 1859, when the first evangelical 
missionaries entered Japan, until about 
1888, Christianity showed steady growth. 
During this period most of the evangel- 
ica] denominations established work in 
the islands as did many of the Bible 
societies. Later a number of independ- 
ent or faith missions began evangelistic 
work, such as the Japan Evangelistic 
Band, the Omi Mission, the Mino Mis- 
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sion, the Independent Board for Presby- 
terian Foreign Missions, and the like. 
About 1888, a revival of Buddhism took 
place. This was followed by a revival 
of Shintoism and, later, Shintoism was 
declared by the government to be a 
patriotic cult and all Christians were 
ordered by the government to do obei- 
sance at shrines. This led to confusion 
and defection in Christian circles. Some 
Christian groups and even some mis- 
sionaries capitulated to the government 
decree, while a few held out against it 
even unto death or imprisonment. They 
considered bowing to the shrines a de- 
nial of Christian faith. 

The war that Japan launched against 
the United States in 1941 saw many of 
the native pastors drafted into the mili- 
tary service and foreign’ missionaries 
interned. During this period existing 
missions were compelled to unite into 
what is known as the Kyodan, or the 
United Church of Christ in Japan. Many 
did so reluctantly, but feeling that this 
was the only way they might continue 
to exist. Some few refused and gave 
up their work rather than compromise 
with state Shinto and affiliate with mis- 
sions that were Liberal in their teach- 
ing and sacrilegious in the mingling of 
idolatry with Christianity. . 

4 

Japan’s defeat in the war and the 
American occupation of Japan, 1945-1952, 
was characterized by General Mac- 
Arthur’s call for missionaries to again 
enter the land to widely distribute the 
Scriptures. Many responded to this call 
and there was a widespread sowing of 
the Word of God. Campaigns for mass 
evangelism were undertaken and hun- 
dteds of thousands of “decisions” for 
Christ were registered. However, it be- 
came apparent before long that many 
such “decisions” were merely polite ex- 
pressions of interest in the principal 
religion of the conquering nation. The 
Japanese were much impressed with the 
fact that a Christian nation had con- 
quered them and they sought a better 
understanding of Christianity. They were 
grateful that the nation ‘that had con- 
quered them was dealing with them in 
kindness and with generosity, and many 
of the responses to evangelistic efforts 
were courteous expressioris of thank 
you, rather than genuine faith in Christ 
as Saviour. 

4 

Since the end of the American occu- 
pation in 1952, there has been a strong 
revival of pre-war nationalism in Japan 
and a waning interest in Christianity. 
There has been a resurgence of Bud- 
dhism and Shintoism, and it is estimated 
that today only about 344,000 in a Japa- 
nese population estimated at 83,000,000 
can be called genuinely Christian. Many 
small towns and country districts still 
wait to have the Gospel of Christ 
preached to them, and so Japan. still 
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desperately needs a strong and, persis- 
tent evangelical missionary effort if she 
is to be won for Christ. Doors are still 
open for the preaching of the Gospel, 
but it is becoming increasingly difficult 
as Buddhism and Shintoism increase 
and Communism seeks to capture the 
thinking of the Japanese. In addition 
to evangelism, Japan needs sound Bible 
schools, Bible classes, and evangelical 
Christian seminaries to train young 
Japanese so that they may reach their 
own people with the Gospel and many 
missions are now concentrating their 
efforts toward this end. 


bd 


It was hoped that a revision of the 
old Japanese Bible known as the Liter- 
ary Version would contribute greatly to 
effective evangelism. However, the re- 
vision that has recently been published 
known as the “Colloquial Japanese Ver- 
sion” has been disappointing to evangel- 
ical missionaries. It has been prepared 
by Liberals and: follows the Revised 
Standard Version that has been pub- 
lished in America, in that it attacks the 
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
weakens the authority of the Scriptures 
by watering down many of the strong 
commandments of the Bible. 

4 


Enlist the help of your pastor and 
your Own denominational missionary 
board to supply you with information 
as to what is being done by your de- 
nomination to preach Christ in Japan 
and to train native Christian workers. 
Find out what your society can do to 
support this work by prayer and by 
gifts. Perhaps you may be able to se- 
cure one of your own missionaries to 
Japan to tell of the work there. Find 
out what periodicals you can get for 
your group that will bring you up-to- 
date information about Japan. The 
Japan Evangelistic Band, 1412 N. King- 
sley Drive, Los Angeles 27, Calif.; The 
Evangelical Missionary Association of 
Japan, P.O. Box 757, Elyria, Ohio; The 
Independent Board for Presbyterian For- 
eign Missions, 246 W. Walnut Lane, Phil- 
adelphia 44, Pa., all have publications 
that give missionary jnformation about 
Japan and they will be glad to supply 
sample copies on request, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


November 11 to 17 
Mon., Nov. 11.—1 Cor. 15:1-8. 
A Certain Fact. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; and 
that he was buried, and that he rose 
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again the third day according to the 
scriptures.” Christ’s bodily resurrec- 
tion from the dead is indisputable. It 
was foretold by the prophets, and pre- 
dicted by Himself. The evidence of it 
is overwhelming. Christ’s postresurrec- 
tion appearances to individuals and 
groups, and finally to about five hun- 
dred brethren at one time (v. 16), cer- 
tify this fact. Saints have inward proof 
of it, and have the hope of rising from 
the dead in Christ’s likeness. Pray for 
more preaching of this cardinal doc- 
trine of Christianity, 


Tues., Nov. 12.—1 Cor. 15:42-49. 
Raised a Spiritual Body. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “It is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body.” The doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of the body is one of the first prin- 
ciples of Christ’s Gospel. It is not in- 
credible nor contrary to reason, And 
Since our resurrection is promised in 
the Gospel and proved by the bodily 
resurrection of Christ, and will be ef- 
fected by the power of the Spirit who 
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raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
it should be received with joy-filled 
hope. “Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such 
the second death hath no power” (Rev. 
20:6). Pray for more faith in the Word 
of God in regard to the resurrection of 
all who are in their graves. 


Wed., Nov. 13.—2 Cor. 4:1-15. 
Living for Eternity. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He which raised 
up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also 
by Jesus, and shall present us with 
you.” Eternity! Yes, we shall all soon 
be there. Eternal destiny is all that 
matters. Our residence there and fixa- 
tion in that eternal state and that also 
of others, dear and near, should make 
eternity our most important concern. 
Let its bliss and woe be much in mind 
as you mingle with people. You have 
but a brief time on earth, so do all you 
can for God and eternity. Pray for the 

salvation of your loved ones, 


Thurs., Nov. 14.—Eph. 3:14-19. 
To the Glory of God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.” The 
apostle suffered great tribulations for 
fellow believers, which were their glory. 
Let us expect to see more glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus even in this 
time of great spiritual declension. Do 
all you do for the glory of God and 
remember He is “able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that 
worketh in us” (v. 20). Pray for more 
of the glory of Christ in your congre- 
gation, 


Fri., Nov. 15.—2 Cor. 5:14-21. 
Reconciliation. 


PRAYER Suocestions: “God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ 
. hath given unto us the ministry 
of reconciliation.” Restoration to har- 
mony with God by the Lord Jesus 
Christ’s death, made known by His 
Word, effecting peace with God, and 
access to Him, and Heaven, was the 
theme of this angelic song (Luke 2:14). 
This is the message we are to make 
known to every creature. Reconcilia- 
tion with God is your pledge of final 
Salvation. Every sinner in the world 
needs to be urged to be reconciled to 
God. Pray for more preaching of the 
word of reconciliation. 


Sat., Nov. 16.—Rev. 21:9-14. 
The New Jerusalem. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “That great city, 
the holy Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God, having the glory of 
God.” Our eyes have never seen nor have 
our minds ever conceived the glories 
of the city of God. The loss of Heaven 
is as great as eternity and must be as 
woeful as perdition shall be. Believers, 
bestir yourselves more as eternity draws 
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NEEDED — 


MORE WEDGES 


* The missionary zeal of our 

* workers is opening many doors 
for witnessing to Jews concern- 
ing their Messiah Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is one thing to open these 
doors; it is another thing to 
keep them open. For this more 
full-time workers are needed to 
minister in the new fields. The 
gifts of the Lord’s people are 
the wedges that will keep these 
doors from closing. 

IBJM Missionaries are witness- 
ing in Israel, Europe, including 
behind the “Iron Curtain”, 
North Africa, Mexico, India and 
Australia. Our publication, THE 
EVERLASTING NATION car- 
ries their inspiring reports as 
well as the latest and most in- 
forming news of Israel in world 
Jewry. Free copy 
on request. 

Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, President 
Chairman, Advisory Board 


INTERNA TIONAL 
WT eke 
nearer. Pray and labor for your neigh- 
bors and friends who are living with- 
out Christ. 


Sun., Nov. 17.—1 Cor. 15:50-58. 
Death Conquered. 
PRAYER SuGcesTIons: “O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory?” Our Lord conquered death. 
He triumphed o’er the tomb, and scat- 
tered all its pain and gloom. It is not 
death to walk down through that val- 
ley with Christ, the Good Shepherd, 
who went over that road in glorious 
triumph. The sting death has is sin. 
All who have been redeemeg by and 
washed in the atoning blood of the Son 
of God will find death but a transit 
from earth to Heaven in company with 
Christ and angels. More wait to greet 
believers over there than ever wel- 
comed them when they arrived down 
here. Pray for a triumphant departure, 
(See 2 Tim. 4:6-8.) 
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CHOOSE the BMA camp 


you want to attend! 


(Given without charge as a 
reward fo all youth contestants) 







Williams Bay Bible Camp 
Williams Bay, Wis. 






Rainbow Lake Bible Camp 


Pine Valley Camp see py 
rufan 


Pine Valley, Calif. 












Rocky Bottom Camp 


Sunset, S. C. 










YOUTHS up through 20 earn as you leorn 
150 Bible verses (You recite only 12 verses a week) 













Assignments 7 & 8 | Award* 





Assignments 1 & 2 | Award* 









Assignments .9 & 10 | Award* 











. * 
ete ionarnaigthaled, Meneseme ADULTS 21 and over earn as you learn. 


Assignments 11 & 12. Award 
You recite 7 verses a week for 15 weeks. 


“TREASURE TRAILS” 
Game and a week at camp 




















Assignments 5 & 6 | Award* 











Assignments 11-15 | Week at 
on Freewill Offering 


Assignments 1-5 Award* 













*Christian Book, Plaque or Recording will be sent with completion 
of each required c::ignments. 







Assignments 6-10 Award* 





HOW THE PLAN WORKS 


‘ 


1. aes ee} a Version arranged in poetrylike style 4. The Memory Work Booklet and instructions are sent to you 
See we after your enrollment blank is received. 

2. Youths up through 20 years old take Book I, “Basis for the 5. You are] one assignment’ each week beginning January hl 
Christian Life”— a total of 150 verses divided into 12 topical : local “H ms . rertaper =e ary 
assignments. You do 12 verses a week and enjoy doing it. ad a earer, whom you help select. 

3. Adults, 21 years and up, take Adult Book I, “Let There Be 6. Tle system of requirements and rewards helps carry you along 

in this most profitable endeavor. 


Light”—a total of 105 verses divided into 15 topical assign- 
ments. Adults learn 7 verses per week. 


OTHER INFORMATION 









e For youths and adults from all denominations, and effective will offerings of Christian people. We invite the prayer 
also to reach those outside the church. fellowship of the Lord’s people. 

@ The cost: Youth contestants pay $2 enrollment fee, Adults $3. e@ This plan might be just the thing for you and for those in whom 
Those who come to camp pay $2 registration fee, which covers you are interested in achieving an effectual planting of the Word. 
registration, insurance, and camp notebook. Applications ac- e Applications will be accepted until December 11, 1957. Write 
cepted of those who are unable to pay enrollment fee. at once for detailed information and enrollment blanks. 

e@ Over 72,000 from every state and several foreign countries en- 
rolled in the last 14 years. 43,204 completed the full year’s work. 

e@ The work is sponsored by the Bible Memory Association, Inc., 

BIBLE MEMORY ASSOCIATION, INC. 





interdenominational and evangelical, and is supported by free- 
P. O. Box 916, Wellston Station, Dept. S 


St. Lovis 12, Mo. 






RIGHT NOW, WRITE NOW! 
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